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—In tro duc tion—
A Change in the Con cept of Sin and Grace

This morn ing we are go ing to con cen trate on John chap ter 9. This
chap ter like many things Je sus had done while He was here on the
earth changes the course of hu man his tory, changes the course of

hu man civ i li za tion and all we know of it. This chap ter is not only about Je -
sus do ing a mir a cle, the heal ing of a blind man. It is much more than that. It
is un der stand ing the dif fer ences be tween what sin and mercy are. In all the
other gos pels this in ci dent is not men tioned, but the apos tle John wants to
go into the depths of this par tic u lar mir a cle to show us some thing about sin
and judg ment that’s been mis un der stood and has been to tally wrong from
the be gin ning of time. Most of so ci ety has been built on these false pre -
mises. 

We start here where Je sus has just been tempted in the wil der ness
and then goes to back to Naz a reth and starts to read in the syn a gogue, a
usual prac tice where peo ple have known Him. He quotes from Isa iah.

Luke 4: 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,
Be cause He has anointed Me
To preach the gos pel to the poor;
He has sent Me to heal the bro ken hearted,
To pro claim lib erty to the cap tives
And re cov ery of sight to the blind,
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To set at lib erty those who are op pressed;
19 To pro claim the ac cept able year of the Lord.”

The time had come at last for the Lord’s anoint ing to firstly
preach to the poor. Aren’t you glad the “good news” is n’t just to the
rich, or to the mid dle class? It’s for ev ery body. Sec ondly to heal the
bro ken hearted. Drink that one in. If you have n’t been bro ken hearted in
your life you are one of the very few. Third, to pro claim lib erty to the
cap tives, those who are cap tive in thought, cap tive in many dif fer ent
ways, but rather to pro claim lib erty and free dom for them! Fourth, re -
cov ery of sight to the blind. In this chap ter we will be talk ing about be -
ing blind in sight ver sus be ing blind in our heart. Fifthly to set at lib erty
those who are op pressed. Je sus gave lib erty to the cap tives but lib erty is
not just for those in prison. His lib erty is for all those who are op -
pressed. An op pres sion can take many forms. It can take form from the
per son you are with, your friends, those you know, your boss, the so ci -
ety that you live in. The op pres sion can come from any where. It can
even come from bring ing it upon your self. He gave lib erty to those who
are op pressed. I’m glad He did n’t leave that out.

And lastly num ber six, to pro claim the ac cept able year of the
Lord. That is mis un der stood by not know ing what He was talk ing
about. How ever, that is a di rect ref er ence to the song we were sing ing
be fore, “This is the year of Ju bi lee.” The time of Ju bi lee in the Jew ish
text and un der stand ing, the ac cept able year was a time when all debts
were for given. All. Not just a few. All debts were for given. You did n’t
owe any money. Would n’t that be good. That would be the an swer to
prob lems we have with money. In ter est ingly, I’m sure the Jew ish debt
col lec tors in those days made sure most of the debts were paid up by
then. And so, that is a very im por tant thing the Lord wants us to un der -
stand. This is a time of GREAT re joic ing. This was a time of great lib -
erty and free dom. Ev ery body could start all over again. For in stance,
when I went to col lege, af ter the last se mes ter in the Fall, I felt I re ally
had n’t done as well as I wanted to. But then Jan u ary came and a new se -
mes ter; it starts all over again, a new chance. I have a clean slate with
ev ery course I’ve signed up for; I start with an “A.” That is kind of like
what the year of Ju bi lee was. Wow. I’m free. I don’t have to make ex -
cuses. I am who I am. I will just do the best I can.

Je sus the cho sen One does such won der ful things. But the thing
apos tle John wants us to zero in on and un der stand in this chap ter is
what it means to be re ceiv ing site as a blind per son. Je sus starts in a nat -
u ral realm and then goes right into the spir i tual realm. John also wants
us to see the dif fer ence be tween what the world says about sin and what
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Jesus says, be tween what the world says about judg ment and what He
says about judg ment, spe cif i cally con cern ing sick ness and be ing born
blind. The re sponse of the world here is the same to day, in our time. It is
one of con dem na tion. They ex com mu ni cated this blind guy. Then Je sus 
brings us to the un der stand ing of what it re ally means to have your
sight, to re ally see.

It is Not About Blame

Right off, it is not about blame. I keep say ing at home, “It’s all
about blame,” be cause when you read or lis ten to the news it is in deed
all about blame. “It’s his fault, or her’s. It’s that coun try. It’s that way or
sys tem; it’s how you did this.” It’s all about blame.

Well Je sus says, “No. No and No. It is not about blame.” You
who are in this room this morn ing have come to the Lord Je sus and
you’ve been born-again. Is n’t that good! You are FREE from blame.
Even when you do some thing wrong, you ask for for give ness and He
for gives you. You don’t have to hide.

I’m go ing through some thing with my grand son. I did n’t want to, 
but I had to dis ci pline him. Then he goes and hides! “Sorry, Nope.
Wrong. You don’t have to hide from me.” Just like we don’t have to hide
from God. If we do some thing wrong, we con fess our sin and we are
FREE! God is not the op pres sor. The en emy is the op pres sor. Don’t ac -
cept the ac cu sa tion and op press your self. Come out from the op pres -
sion. Be free. Break these chains that bind us. Some one said to me,
“Well, we don’t have these chains any more.” That’s true but then we go 
and put them back on. 

John 9 1Now as Je sus passed by, He saw a man who was blind
from birth.

I’m sure Je sus un der stood ev ery thing that was go ing on here
since this guy was sit ing there ev ery day and Je sus had been that way
be fore.

2 And His dis ci ples (note, not the Phar i sees) asked Him, say ing,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his par ents, that he was born
blind?”

Up un til this point when Je sus healed some one He’d say, “Go
and sin no more.” There was a Jew ish doc trinal un der stand ing that ev -
ery time you were sick and needed heal ing, whether men tally, phys i -
cally or any other way, it was be cause of some thing you had done. But
this time it was a lit tle bit dif fer ent. His dis ci ples asked this ques tion.
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Why would they even ask it? Be cause it was a part of their cul ture, part
of who the Jew ish peo ple were. If there was a prob lem it was be cause
you had done some thing wrong. If they went back and looked at the
book of Job they would re al ize that is not nec es sar ily true. Job was the
first book writ ten in the bi ble.

3 Je sus an swered, “Nei ther this man nor his par ents sinned, but
that the works of God should be re vealed in him. 4 I must work the 
works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is com ing
when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the
light of the world.”

So, Je sus is here, in you, to bring heal ing upon the earth. When
peo ple come up for prayer, some times they’ve done some thing wrong
and there are rea sons why there is sick ness or what ever. But many times 
that is not true. Many times it is just be cause God wants to heal them
and wants to en cour age them that He is “for them not against.” His plan
for you is for good not evil! He does not have an in tent of evil to wards
you. Amen.

Right off, it is not about blame. It is in ter est ing here that it is al -
most a con tin u a tion of the idea when Je sus asked the Phar i sees, “What
man among you would leave the ninety-nine and look for the lost
sheep?” In the cul ture of that so ci ety, ev ery body would stay with the
ninety-nine and for get the one. How could He even ask that ques tion?
But it was n’t just ask ing a ques tion, He was proph e sy ing to them, “That 
is not the norm any more.” There was go ing to be a shift and change in
the cul ture. Here again He says, “When you are faced with sick ness and
dis ease, and what ever ca lam ity, it is no lon ger al ways true that it is be -
cause some body did some thing wrong.” When Je sus co mes it is go ing
to be dif fer ent how He brings heal ing, how He brings res to ra tion, how
He pro claims the fa vor able year of the Lord. It is go ing to be dif fer ent
now! Next He says, “It is not about tech niques.” You know how He
says it? If some one had done these things in this church and many oth -
ers, it would not be ac cepted. “Be hold I do all things new.”

It’s Not About Tech nique
6 When He had said these things, He spat on the ground and
made clay with the sa liva; and He anointed the eyes of the blind
man with the clay. 

Spit and dirt from the ground! To the nurses among you, “Is that
cool?!” No. Does that ap peal to you in any way shape or form? It is al -
most the stu pid est thing you could ever pos si bly imag ine Je sus do ing.
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Pre vi ously He would lay hands on some one to re ceive their healing.
You could un der stand that. But why would He do this? Be cause it is
NOT about tech nique. It is not about meth ods. It is about WHO you go
to. God. Is n’t that right? He spits on the ground, mak ing this spit-mud
thing and put it on the guys eyes.

7 And He said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is
trans lated, Sent). So he went and washed, and came back see ing.

So this guy was obe di ent to what Je sus wanted him to do. Now if
you were there and you’d been blind from birth and some faith healer
did this to you, I’m hon estly not sure you’d have fol lowed through on
this. You’d rather take a bath or shower. How ever the blind man was
obe di ent. Now John wants us to un der stand some thing about this par -
tic u lar man. He was n’t just any man. He was a man that typ i fies many of 
the things we go through. God brings us to a place and a point in our life
where there is no other so lu tion to our prob lem. This blind guy did n’t
even ask for a so lu tion. Je sus was pass ing by and Je sus wanted to heal
him. It doesn’t say the blind man even asked. 

When you are blind from birth you learn some things about peo -
ple. We our selves learn about peo ple by how they stand, how they walk, 
what their coun te nance is vi su ally. But this man had none of that go ing
for him. All he could do was to lis ten and try to un der stand what peo ple
were say ing through the in flec tion in their voices. We shall see he un -
der stood what peo ple were re ally say ing very well..

8 There fore the neigh bors and those who pre vi ously had seen that 
he was blind said, “Is not this he who sat and begged?”
9 Some said, “This is he.” Oth ers said, “He is like him.”

Once some body can ac tu ally see their whole coun te nance
changes. Some body who is blind looks at you with a blank fa cial ex -
pres sion. But some one who sees can zero in on you.

He said, “I am he.”
10 There fore they said to him, “How were your eyes opened?”
11 He an swered and said, “A Man called Je sus made clay and
anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam and
wash.’ So I went and washed, and I re ceived sight.”
12 Then they said to him, “Where is He?”
He said, “I do not know.”

We need to go to the Lord ev ery time, ev ery day, not lose track of
where He is, so busy in our own life and our own tri als that we lose track 
of what God is do ing in them. 
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There is No Spe cial Day

Aren’t you glad that we don’t have to wait for a day like Sunday
in or der to wor ship the Lord? There are times I just can not wait for
Sunday. I gotta wor ship the Lord here and now! Some times the cir cum -
stances of life and the trag e dies around me are just too much. I need to
go the Lord.

13 They brought him who for merly was blind to the Phar i sees.

So now the guy sees per fectly well and peo ple have iden ti fied
that this is the guy and they bring him to the Phar i sees. Why would they
do that? That would be the last peo ple I’d want to go to. But they were
the ones in au thor ity and peo ple thought they should be in formed. 

13 They brought him who for merly was blind to the Phar i sees. 14

Now it was a Sab bath when Je sus made the clay and opened his
eyes. 15 Then the Phar i sees also asked him again how he had re -
ceived his sight. He said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I
washed, and I see.”
16 There fore some of the Phar i sees said, “This Man is not from
God, be cause He does not keep the Sab bath.”

That would dis qual ify all of us. You see, re li gion wants a spe cial,
cer tain tech nique. In some churches you can not be bap tized un less you
go through the rit ual of their par tic u lar lit urgy in which you have to re -
peat things so many times and go through the en tire prayer of sup pli ca -
tion they might use. Then you can be bap tized and some feel it can only
be when you are an in fant. It is a rit ual that has lost all of its mean ing.
They say, “Yes, I be lieve in the Lord Je sus Christ. He was raised from
the dead. He sent the Holy Spirit, born of the vir gin Mary,” so forth and
so on. Do they even know what they are say ing? In the Greek Or tho dox
church they even ask, “Do you re nounce the schemes of the en emy?”
“Yes, I re nounce the schemes of Sa tan and the en emy.” They go through 
that rep e ti tion five or six times or more. I think to my self, “Do they even 
re al ize who Sa tan is and what he does? Do they even know what his
schemes are?” Trag i cally most do not. Be cause once you make some -
thing a re li gion it be comes fake. It be comes ar ti fi cial. It is not real.
How ever you some how feel jus ti fied, im prop erly jus ti fied. There is no
jus ti fi ca tion in re li gion. That is why Je sus hates re li gion. You can not
some how wash your self clean from any sin by go ing to a priest and
have him ab solve you of your sin. There is only One who can do that
and it is the Lord Je sus Christ Him self. For this we are thank ful.
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The Phar i sees said, “This man is not from God.” They did n’t
have to in ves ti gate any fur ther. He did n’t keep the Sab bath, there fore
He is au to mat i cally dis qual i fied with out any other ex am i na tion. “He
healed you on the Sab bath, you crazy man, you should n’t even be
healed.” 

Oth ers said, “How can a man who is a sin ner do such signs?”
And there was a di vi sion among them.

Sounds like pol i tics as usual, al ways a di vi sion of ideas, good
and bad.

17 They said to the blind man again, “What do you say about Him 
be cause He opened your eyes?”

He said, “He is a prophet.”

He did n’t know what else to say. Here’s a blind man who did n’t
see, only hearing all the con ver sa tion go ing around him about Je sus and 
yet he still did n’t know that Je sus was the Sav ior. I find that very
interesting. Some how the Lord had closed this man’s spir i tual eyes
even though He had al ready opened his nat u ral eyes. John is re ally mak -
ing a point about this. There are two dif fer ent eyes that you can see
with, your nat u ral ones and your spir i tual!

18 But the Jews did not be lieve con cern ing him, that he had been
blind and re ceived his sight, un til they called the par ents of him
who had re ceived his sight. 19 And they asked them, say ing, “Is
this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he
now see?”

Now the par ents un der stood some thing of the Jew ish so ci ety
they were in. Like the cul ture we our selves live in, our fam i lies and
those that we love around us, be come more im por tant than what we be -
lieve. We don’t want to be sep a rated from our fam ily. Who does? We
don’t want to be sep a rated from our friends. Well his par ents did n’t
want to be ei ther.

20 His par ents an swered them and said, “We know that this is our
son, and that he was born blind; 21 but by what means he now
sees we do not know, or who opened his eyes we do not know. He
is of age; ask him. He will speak for him self.”

They knew that if they an swered truthfully they would be thrown 
out of the Syn a gogue. 

22 His par ents said these things be cause they feared the Jews, for
the Jews had agreed al ready that if any one con fessed that He
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was Christ, he would be put out of the syn a gogue. 23 There fore
his par ents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

Pre con ceived Agenda

The outcome was al ready de cided be fore the in ci dent even
happened. Is n’t that sad? Pre con ceived agenda. It is like man, pol i tics
in volved, hav ing a pre con ceived agenda. We should n’t even think they
don’t. I’m not a con spir acy per son. Men and women make agen das all
the time. 

24 So they again called the man who was blind, and said to him,
“Give God the glory! We know that this Man is a sin ner.”

Pre con ceived agenda. Pre con ceived nar ra tive. They al ready
know and have de cided what they will do but they are lead ing this guy
down a path, say ing, “In or der for you to stay in the Syn a gogue and be
in com mu ni ca tion with this fel low ship and stay out side and beg or do
any thing here, you’d better do what we tell you to do and  how we tell
you to do it. This man is a sin ner.”

Now John is go ing to give you a glimpse of this man’s per son al -
ity. He was n’t just a blind man but ev ery day he had been there lis ten ing
to what was go ing on. He was not an ig no rant per son. He knew what
was go ing on and he also had a lit tle “at ti tude.” 

25 He an swered and said, “Whether He is a sin ner or not I do not
know. One thing I know: that though I was blind, now I see.”
26 Then they said to him again, “What did He do to you? How did
He open your eyes?”
27 He an swered them, “I told you al ready, and you did not lis ten.
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to be come
His dis ci ples?”

Look at this at ti tude. “Do you want to go back to the tran script,
go for it! You did n’t lis ten.” Whoa. Would you tell some body in au thor -
ity these things. This guy had an at ti tude! And he was will ing to ex press 
it. His par ents were n’t. He had a prob lem with au thor ity. Why? Be cause 
those who were in au thor ity had n’t re ally helped him at all when he was
blind. They left him to be a beg gar. He had a prob lem. “Do you also
want to be come His dis ci ples?” Sar cas tic! Ask ing for trou ble. 

Dis ci ple of Je sus is the Be gin ning of a Life of Grace

I feel like I’m re liv ing some of the tri als in Wash ing ton D.C.
while I’m read ing this.
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28 Then they re viled him and said, “You are His dis ci ple, but we
are Mo ses’ dis ci ples. 29 We know that God spoke to Mo ses; as for 
this fel low, we do not know where He is from.”

You are Left. I am of the Right. I am of the Right and you are of
the Left! When they said they did not know where Jesus was from it was 
not re ally true. They did know who He was and where He was from. 

Dis ci ple ship is the be gin ning of the un der stand ing of His grace.
The blind man did n’t re ally know Je sus but he wanted to be his dis ci ple. 
Be ing a dis ci ple to some one was to be un der their teach ing, un der their
grace, and un der their un der stand ing of what is go ing on in this world.
The be gin ning of the grace that we have in our life is when we ac cept
Je sus Christ into our life, we ac cept that He has died for our sin and we
be come His dis ci ple. He even says to us, “Go and make dis ci ples in all
the earth.” That is be cause the grace of God is there for His dis ci ples. 

This guy’s sar casm and per son al ity co mes out even more. 
30 The man an swered and said to them, “Why, this is a mar vel ous
thing, that you do not know where He is from; yet He has opened
my eyes! 31 Now we know that God does not hear sin ners; but if
any one is a wor shiper of God and does His will, He hears him.

Whoa. Where did he get this. It was n’t from them. It was n’t from
the Jew ish com mu nity. He started to un der stand some thing of God. Al -
ready the Holy Spirit is work ing within him about grace and mercy. He
thinks, “We know that from you guys that sin ners are sin ners. There is
no hope for them. God does not hear sin ners. You tell us we need to have 
a blood sac ri fice to be absolved.” 

32 Since the world be gan it has been un heard of that any one
opened the eyes of one who was born blind. 33 If this Man were
not from God, He could do noth ing.”

This man is not ex press ing the Jew ish faith or To rah. Rather, he
has “street doc trine.” Not bad but dif fer ent from what he’d been taught.
If he was part of a kib butz or what ever in the tem ple, they would have
taught him much dif fer ently. 

34 They an swered and said to him, “You were com pletely born in
sins, and are you teach ing us?” And they cast him out.

So by say ing this, “That’s it; we know you are a sin ner now. You
were a sin ner right from birth. It does n’t mat ter; born in sin.” I don‘t
think they even re al ized what they were say ing at this point. Be cause of
his con front ing them for not know ing Je sus and not even try ing to
know, they threw him out. That would be the worst pos si ble thing you
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could do to a Jew ish man. One of the most ex treme forms of tor ture is to
put some one into sol i tary con fine ment. 

I know when my mom sent me to my room with out din ner and
closed the door, it was the worst tor ture she could’ve done to me. And
that was only for a few minutes!

Grace as Un mer ited Fa vor

Our grace is given to us and is un mer ited. It is not be cause we did
any thing right or wrong. This is one of the most in ter est ing verses in the 
bi ble to me be cause this is where Je sus starts look ing for the “lost
sheep.” This is where He does n’t wait for you to an swer His “knock at
the door” This is where He goes out and cap tures you be cause of your
mis un der stand ing, your street doc trine. He needs to cor rect it. Do you
want to be His dis ci ple? Well He is go ing to start in struct ing you. He’s
go ing to come to you Him self. 

35 Je sus heard that they had cast him out; . . .

What a trag edy when Je sus heard this! That is not ac cept able to
Him. He could have walked on ig nor ing the whole thing say ing, “I’ll
just do more mir a cles. I’m go ing to the cross any way.” But Je sus, with
com pas sion, reached out to this man! This is not ac cept able. “Dis ci ples
stop what ever we are do ing. We are go ing to go find this man.”

. . . and when He had found him, He said to him, “Do you be lieve
in the Son of God?”

Do you be lieve in the Son of God? Je sus al most al ways re ferred
to him self as the Son of Man. But here it says, “Do you be lieve in the
Son of God?” John made sure that was cor rectly stated.

36 He an swered and said, “Who is He, Lord, that I may be lieve in
Him?”

It is al most like the movie, “You’ve Got Mail.” Do you re mem -
ber that man she thought was in love with her? She said, “I was hop ing
it was you.” Well I think that was the case here. This pre vi ously blind
man was hop ing that it was Him. And Je sus said to him, straight out, not 
ar gu ing doc trine. He does n’t go round the bush and say I am go ing to re -
turn in three days, blah, blah, blah. But with this man Je sus does n’t wait
for the man to open the door He’s knock ing at. Je sus co mes into the
room straight way. 

37 And Je sus said to him, “You have both seen Him and it is He
who is talk ing with you.”
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Has Je sus ever done that to you? Be cause if He has n’t He will.
He will come into your room when you are in sor row and re morse with
no hope. He’s go ing to you and say, “HELLO.” There’s a hope you can -
not take away. You can try to smother it or bury it. But there is a HOPE
that will never die! It is in you, planted in you. “It can not die,” says the
Lord. “No mat ter what dis ease. No mat ter what af flic tion. No mat ter
what op pres sion co mes upon you. No mat ter what lack of grace. No
mat ter what you bring upon your self! Here I am. Talk to Me. Lis ten to
Me. You are My dis ci ple. I will in struct you this day. There is al ways
hope. When there is no hope, there IS hope. Where there is no hope,
there you will find it.” That is be cause you can not smother the light. the
light of Christ is not like a can dle that can be smoth ered,  that you can
put out and only smoke is left. That light just re kin dles, flam ing up
again. It burns brighter than be fore. 

Wor ship is the Out come of True Be lief
Now Je sus wanted this man to be His dis ci ple, not just a be liever

but a dis ci ple. This is what hap pens when you be come His dis ci ple,
when you fi nally un der stand that Je sus Christ is Lord of Lords, King of
Kings, He’s never go ing to leave you nor for sake you, that He is liv ing
in side of you:

38 Then he said, “Lord, I be lieve!” And he wor shiped Him.

That word “be lieve” also en com passes, “I be lieve and un der -
stand.” You can not be lieve with out un der stand ing. You don’t blindly
be lieve. You be lieve be cause He told you! Be cause you have seen Him
your self. Be cause of the tes ti mony of the Lord Je sus Him self, the out -
come is be lief and wor ship. This man did n’t just sing songs of re li gion
but he wor shiped Him. Some thing of the heart came forth. As we come
to Christ there is a sense of wor ship that can not die. When we sing these
songs of praise, the wor ship that is within us awak ens. The Lord in hab -
its that praise be cause that is the wor ship He has put into us. That hole
that you had in your heart be fore you were saved is now full and con tin -
ues to be full. As He fills you with the Spirit ev ery day, you can not help
your self. You are in love with the Lord Je sus Christ!

He also calls you to be in love with your broth ers and sis ters. He
also calls you to be  in love with those who need Him that are yet in the
world. 
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True Sight is Not See ing with Your Nat u ral Eyes,
but with the Eyes of the Spirit

—Judg ment of Sin—
39 And Je sus said, “For judg ment I have come into this world,
that those who do not see may see, and that those who see may be
made blind.”

The dis ci ples asked the ques tion, “Whose sin, be cause he was
born blind, is the con di tion blamed on? His par ents or him?” It is not
for judg ment that Je sus came into this world but that those who were
blind could see. Those that think they can see, can not see at all. How
many times when I have looked upon the cir cum stances and say to the
Lord, “I know I can see with my eyes, but I need the eyes of the Spirit. I
need to see what You see here in the hearts of men.” At times He will
say, “Yeah. This is a time when they have a pre con ceived agenda and
you need to con front it.” Other times He says, “It’s time to flee and walk 
away.” Only the Holy Spirit can show you that. Only the Holy Spirit.
When you do things on your own ini tia tive, you are just ask ing for trou -
ble. The best out come of that is to say, “Look what I did.” The en emy
will en cour age that. “Yeah, look what you did. It was awe some was n’t
it. Oh yeah, look at you.” “NO,” Je sus says, “Not you.” As soon as you
start see ing with your own eyes, you’ve lost your vi sion. As soon as you 
see with your own eyes, you make a re li gion. You may know a song
that’s been sung for cen tu ries that was full of wor ship, but it does n’t
have mean ing any more. 

I don’t know how many times I would sing as an al ter boy,
“Lord, have mercy upon us. Let Christ have mercy upon us.” Over and
over again un til when I was a teen ager I no lon ger even knew what I was 
sing ing. I no lon ger knew what any of the words meant. At some break -
fast when in col lege (we had a click), we were hav ing cof fee to gether
and I stated, “You know, I don’t be lieve I’ve ever sinned.” Yikes. By the
way, no body cor rected me. No body said, “Boy, you are in trou ble.” I
wish they had. I wish some one would have been there and maybe later
pull me aside and say, “You know, not so much. . .” Much later there was 
some one in my life who did that—my wife Cheryl! Ha. 

40 Then some of the Phar i sees who were with Him heard these
words, and said to Him, “Are we blind also?”
41 Je sus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no sin;
but now you say, ‘We see.’ There fore your sin re mains.
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—Sum mary—

Our faith is not based on whether we sin, or what the blame is
about, the tech nique of heal ing or non-heal ing, the tech nique of keep -
ing days, the religiosity of re li gion, or any of those things. No, our faith
is based on dis ci ple ship from the Lord Him self in our life, in us, Christ
in us the hope of glory, the flow of grace and mercy from the very
throne of God. This co mes from within us which He has poured out
from the Heavenlies. There can not be a day that we don’t look to the
heav ens for our sal va tion. Yes ter day, to day and to mor row. 

Un der stand ing and Be lief

Je sus wants us to un der stand not just blindly fol low this faith that 
He has given to us and His in struc tion. Rather He wants us to
UNDERSTAND Him so that be lief be comes so much a part of our fab -
ric, our DNA, that we can not help but wor ship Him. If we were in
prison for a hun dred years, we could not stop wor ship ing Him. Even iIf
the en emy separated us from our friends and loved ones, we could n’t
stop our wor ship of our Lord Je sus, no mat ter what, just as apos tle Paul
could not do when he was in prison. 

Je sus has spo ken to us this morn ing through the songs we were
sing ing and the ex hor ta tion about these very things:

Luke 4 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,
Be cause He has anointed Me
To preach the gos pel to the poor;
He has sent Me o heal the bro ken hearted,
To pro claim lib erty to the cap tives
And re cov ery of sight to the blind,
To set at lib erty those who are op pressed;
19 To pro claim the ac cept able year of the Lord.”

Not just Je sus, but Je sus in us. The gos pel to the poor is not just
for us but for those we know. If we don’t do any thing next week, find a
bro ken heart. They aren’t hard to find. Speak heal ing to them even in
tongues, if you have to, as you are walk ing away, but bring heal ing to
the bro ken heart. Many times I feel and un der stand a bro ken heart but
am un able to speak a word, but I am go ing to pray for them. 

Pro claim free dom. Ev ery time I read a head line about what is go -
ing on in dif fer ent coun tries, I pray for the Chris tians in those coun tries,
and there are many, that they bring the truth to their peo ple. Most of all
in light of this scrip ture, to bring sight to the blind. Not just those who
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are blind phys i cally but more im por tantly, those who are blind spir i tu -
ally. That in cludes many who are in the church! Many. 

There was a song some one wrote just re cently this week about
how we should hate Pres i dent Trump. It was from an evan gel i cal min is -
ter! I thought that man is def i nitely not see ing with spir i tual eyes. I
don’t care if you are Re pub li can or Dem o crat. It does n’t mat ter. You
have to see with the Spirit not with agenda eyes.

___________________________________________

For give us, Lord God. For give us for see ing with our own eyes.
As a coun try, Lord, for give us for see ing with our own eyes. Po lit i cal
par ties, for give us for see ing with our own eyes. For the po lit i cal
stances we take per son ally, for give us for see ing with our own eyes.
Bring us into see ing with Your eyes, Lord God, that we would pray for
those who are so to tally bro ken. And that we would try and un der stand
why they are bro ken hearted. Maybe they have never seen true jus tice in
their life. Never. They are hop ing that there is some jus tice some where. 

Well there is jus tice, Lord God. Since You died on the cross,
since You were raised at the right hand of the Fa ther, and You sent Your
Holy Spirit down upon us, since the day of Pen te cost, it is the ac cept -
able day; ev ery day is the ac cept able year of the Lord. To day is the day
and the year of Ju bi lee also to mor row and for ever because of the Lord
Je sus Christ. He has res cued us from be ing blind just as this man was
blind and not un der stand ing any thing but street doc trine. 

Oh but now this man knows so much more, When I get to heaven
there are cer tain peo ple I’m go ing to look up. Num ber one on my list is
actually Isa iah’s mom! But next I want to meet this guy. He’s num ber
two. I want to find out what was go ing on with him, all the things he
went through af ter this mir a cle. How did it change him? How was his
dis ci ple ship? Was he a part of the church in Je ru sa lem or was he sent
out? Our lives some how are hid den from his tory also. Not one of us can
be found on Wikipedia. Not one. It does n’t mat ter. Our lives, our names
are writ ten some where in the Book of Life and that’s the big gest
Wikipedia in eter nity long af ter the idea of the internet has faded and
been for got ten. The Book of Life will be re mem bered.

A lot of the rea sons that teen ag ers are not here in church is that
they do not be lieve that. All they see is their cell phone, their smart
phone and their com put ers and what the next video game is go ing to
bring. They don’t want to go to a heaven without those things. That’s a
sad tes ti mony of what Je sus is sup posed to mean in their life. If any -
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thing I teach my grand chil dren, there is no sub sti tute for the Lord Je sus
Christ. There is no sub sti tute for His com pas sion. You can not find that
on the net, nor on any video game or 3-d movie. It’s not go ing to hap -
pen.

So, Fa ther, we ask You, Lord God to go be fore us as a com mu nity 
of be liev ers that You would fill us again with the ex cite ment we should
have by know ing You, just as this blind man was ex cited, not just re -
ceiv ing his phys i cal sight, but re ceiv ing spir i tual sight also. He needed
both. Lord, I pray that you would still be the Lord and are the Lord who
res cues us even when we might have the “door nailed closed.” Even
when it is hope less be cause of the squa lor that we have in vested in and
swim in and put all around us, Lord, You are about clean ing the way be -
fore us, about clear ing a path! You prom ised to be a lamp to our feet and
light to our path way. Your prom ises are true, O Lord God. No mat ter
how dark it is, there is a way for those peo ple and for those we have
prayed for and for our selves. We thank You, Lord, for giv ing us the
guts, the spir i tual guts to stand up and say, “We will not EVER stop
wor ship ing You, Lord Je sus. It can not hap pen.” I pray in Je sus’ name.
Amen


